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To all whom it may concern: ~

Be it known that I, JOSIAH B, GATHRIGHT,
of the city of Louisville, State of Kentucky,
have invented new and useful Improvements
in Combined Hooks and Buckles for Back-
Bands and similar uses, of which the follow-
ing is a correct specification, the accompany-
ing drawings being a part of the same.

The object of my invention is to provide a
combined ‘hook and buckle for back - bands
and similar uses which shall be simpler and
cheaper in form and econstruction and more
advantageous in use than those heretofore
known. -

By reference to Figure 1 it will be seen that
I have devised a simplicity of form and a
method or plan of construction that enable
me to construct a combined hook and buckle
for back-bands and similar uses by simply
bending two wires into suitable shape and
connecting them together, as seen in Fig. 1.
This is rendered feasible by dispensing with
the lower parallel bar Cin Fig. 3, (which figure
illustrates the forms heretofore in use,) and so
-shaping and arranging the hook-supporting
arms that they will perform the function here-
tofore performed by bar C. A form that dis-
penses with bar C also saves in metal and
expense to that extent, and the sectional par-
allel bars B B, Fig. 1, and A A, Tig. 2, are
also economical advantages.

In addition to the advantages above named,
by dispensing with the bar C, Fig. 3, we may
construct the hook and the tooth-bar so close
together as to merely have space between
them to allow the chain to be hooked in easily,
and when the back-band is put in the buckle
it closes at least a portion of this space and
thus serves to hold the chain in and to pre-
vent the chain of the horse working alongside
from catching on the hook.

The advantage of this arrangement may be
seen by referring to Fig. 3, which illustrates
the forms heretofore in use.

It will be seen that the space left between
the hook and the buckle for hooking on the
chain is left full open in use, not being dimin-
ished by the band when it is putin, and hence
the chain may sometimes escape from the hook
or the chain of the horse working alongside
catch on the hook, and thus give trouble.

If the form shown in Fig. 2 be used, the bar
B may be of wire and clasped at its ends about
A, or it may be cast with teeth on it and with
eyes in its ends for A to pass through, or the
whole may be castas desired; also, the wire A
may be continuous at the top, the ends meet-
ing on the point of the hook.

What I claim is— :

1. A combined double-loop buckle and hook
for back-bands and similar uses, constructed of
two wires, bent into the form and connected
in the manner herein shown and described.

2. A combined hook and buckle for back-
bands and similar uses, in which the hook-bar
performs also the function of loop for the end
of the band, substantially as herein shown and
described.

3. A Dbuckle for back-bands and similar uses,
constructed with a central section of the upper
parallel bar or loop omitted, substantially as
herein shown and described.

4. A combined hook and buckle for back-
bands and similar yges, constructed with the
hook-bar and tooth-bar in juxtaposition and
the point of the hook in the same plane with
or close proximity to the tooth-bar, substan-
tially as and for the purpose herein shown
and described.

‘Witness my hand this 20th day of October,
1877.

JOSIAH B. GATHRIGHT.
Witnesses:

‘R. M, DENNIS,
JOHN J. HARBISON,




