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To all whom it may concern :

Beitknown thatl, CLEMENTS T. STEPHENS,
of Ithaca, Tompkins county, New York, have
invented an Improved Device for Mauling, or
Making Tender, Meat, of which the following
is a specification, reference being had to the
accompanying drawings. :

" My invention relates to certain improve-
ments in that class of meat-tenderers which
are composed of a mallet or weighted head,
provided with a series of teeth or knives, by
means of which the fibers of the meat may
be cut or broken at intervals; and it has for

- its object to so construct and arrange the
teeth or knives that they will cut the meat
as much as is conveniently possible, and yet
leave the meat with no weak places, so as to
retain its original shape and appearance, with
as little alteration as possible.

To this end my invention consists in con-
structing the teeth or kmives with incisor or
chisel-like edges, and in arranging them in
parallel rows across the face of the weighted
head or mallet, the cutting-edges of the teeth
or knives in each row being set at right an-
gles to those of the adjoining rows, whereby
a series of cuts in opposite directions will be
given to the meat, as more fully hereinafter
specified.

Referring to the drawings, Figure 1 is a
side elevation of my meat-mallet, and Fig. 2
is a view of the base of my mallet. ,

In the figures, « is the handle of the mal-
let, fitting at right angles into the head or
weight b, which mallet-head is preferably

made of wood, and with round, oblong, or

rectangular base. To this lower part or base
is fitted the tooth-holding plate ¢, which may
be either of metal or wood, into which the
knives or teeth are secured.

A metal plate has advantages over wood,
unless the mallet be of metal, as the teeth or
knives, in using, may press sidewise, and also
may become clogged with cut pieces of meat,
requiring a solid pointed metal instrument to
be used for cleaning them, which may be done
without injury to the face of the mallet.

Below the plate ¢ is a movable cleaning-
plate d, which fits loosely about the teeth or
knives e. The teeth or knives are seen pro-
jecting below the plates ¢ and d sufficiently

I

to penetrate to the desired depth. This clean-
ing-plate d is fast to a rod, ¢, which extends
from the plate upward through plate ¢ and
head b, lying loosely in an aperture made for
it. About it, and just above the mallet-head
b, is the spring £, and above that is the hand-
knob g. )

It will be noticed that by a blow or pat of
the hand on the knob the cleaning-plate slides
down to the ends of the teeth, and pushes off .
of the teeth any particles of meat which, by
nse, accumulate between the teeth, which
cleaning rapidly is very useful for my inven-
tion.

The teeth e are seen to be round, and with
chisel-edges f, like the incisor-teeth of the hu-
man jaw-bone.

It will also be seen that the cutting-edges
of the teeth are shown in the row in Fig.
1, as set obliquely to the end of the mallet.
Beyond this row are other rows, but they are
not even indicated in Fig. 1, lest the attempt
to show them should confuse the drawing;
but in Fig. 2, which is ‘a view looking down
into them in the base of the mallet, the rows
are seen and their arrangement. The lines
run parallel to the sides of the base of the
mallet.

The teeth I have said are preferably made
of steel, and round at their base, with incisor
or chisel-like edges at their lower ends, as
shown in Fig.1; but in Fig. 2 another variety
of edges is-seen in a few of the teeth, which
have cruciform edges.

It will be observed that, as said of Fig. 1,
the cutting-edges of the teeth of the rows par-
allel to the ends of the mallet are set ob-
liquely, and in Fig. 2 this is also seen, and
that the next row have their edges set at right
angles to the cutting-edges of the outer row,
and that the arrangement of the rows in this
respect is the same clear across the mallet-
base.

I am aware that a meat-tenderer has here-
tofore been constructéd having a series of
needles with double points, the said needles
in each row being arranged alternately at
right angles to each other; but the pointed
ends of the needles, as thus constructed, vir-
tnally form simply a series of punctures in

the meat, and do not operate to cut the meat
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in opposite directions, like the chisel pointed
knives or teeth of the present invention.

I claim— :

1. The meat-tendering mallet made by the
handle a, the head or weight b, tooth-holding
base ¢, and cleaning-plate d, combined and
arranged substantially as set forth,

2. The combination of the handlea, the head
b, tooth-holding base ¢, and eleaning-plate d,
with the rod ¢ extending through the head
and provided with a knob, g, whereby the clean-
ing-plate may be operated, substantially as
specified.

3. In combination with the mallet-head b,

the teeth or knives e, provided with chisel or
incisor cutting-edges f, arranged in parallel
TOWS across the face of the head 3, said chisel
or incisor edges in each row being set at right
angles to those of the adjoining rows, where-
by a series of clear cuts will be given to the
meat, substantially as and for the purposes
specified.

CLEMENTS T. STEPHENS.
Witnesses:

D. BOARDMAN, ’
W. A. CHURCH.




