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To all whom tt may concern :
Be it known that I, JoaN A, TAIRBANKS,
of Boston, in the county of Sutfolk and State

of Massachusetts, have invented a new and

useful Improvement in Bridle-Bits, of which
the following is a specification:

The nature of my invention consists in mak-
ing the body of the bit of strong spring-wire
wound into a helix, each end terminating in
a loop for attaching the rein or bridle rings.
This spring constitutes the entire bit, with the
exception of the rubber or other covering ma-
terial, the wire being so wound and of such
size and temper that the bit thus constructed
will yield inall directions—that is, it may curve
and stretch, and thus relieve the injurious ac-
tion on the horse’s mouth that would other-
wise result from any abrupt or violent strain
upon the bridle or rein. This bit also leaves
the horse with the greatest practical freedom.

The drawing represents a bit with a part
of the covering removed to show the helix.

I construct my bit by winding a stiff wire
closely, as shown in the drawing, so as to

form a helix, A. This helix forms the entire
body of the bit, there being no center part to
limit the flexibility or expansion of this bit.
To the ends of the helix A, I form loops, as
shown, which serve to make a connection with

1 the rein-rings B B.

To make the bit easier to the mouth I cover
ﬁ: with some soft pliable material, C, like rub-

er.

‘When my bit is complete it is perfectly flexi-
ble in all directions, will expand in length, is
very strong, and at the same time easy for the
horse, permitting him to have the greatest al-
lowable liberty.

I claim—

In a driving or check bit, the combination
of the elastic heth hd:Vng loops at its ends,
formed as shown, and the protecting covering
C, with the rein- -rings B B, substantially as
dcscnbed, and for the purpose set forth.

JOHN A. FAIRBANKS.

Witnesses:

‘WiILLIAM EDSON,
NATHL. EVANS.



