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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, FRANCIS W. WHITNEY,
of Leominster, in the county of Worcester and
State of Massachusetts, have invented certain
new and useful Improvements in the Mode of
* Attaching the Handles to Children’s Car-
riages; and the following is a full, clear, and
exact description of the same, reference being
had to the accompanying drawings, making a
part of this specification, in which—

Figure 1 represents, in perspective, the han-
dle and devices used to connect it to the axle
and reach of a child’s carriage. Fig. 2 repre-
sents a longitudinal vertical section through
the same devices, drawn in full lines as at-
tached to the rear axle, and in dotted lines
to the front axle. Fig. 3 represents, in per-
spective, braces by which the sides of the han-
dle are connected together and the handle to
the axle of the carriage. ‘

My invention relates to devices attached to
the axle and reach of a child’s carriage, in
connection with the handle, by which said
handle can be conveniently and promptly at-
tached to the front or rear of the carriage, as
may be desired. :

It also relates to a handle made detachable
from the running-gear of the carriage, and a
connecting -lever made removable with the
handle, one end of the connecting-lever being
adapted to engage a fastening device on the
reach. ‘

Also, in a handle removably connected with
the axle by means of a hook and eye com-
bined with a lever attached to the handle,
and removably combined with the reach to
hold the handle firmly in position when the
lever is in engagement with a locking device
Jocated in the reach.

To enable those skilled in the art to make
and use my invention, I will proceed to de-
scribe the same with reference to the draw-
ings.

The handle A'is composed of side pieces a a,
united at the top by means of a transverse
bar, ¢/. At the lower extremity of each of
these side pieces is a handle-iron; B, provided
with a hook, g, t0 engage or embrace an eye
or projection, &, attached to the axle or reach-
feet ¢, forming part of the irons, co-operating

with the axle E, to act as back stops for the
handle and prevent its moving farther toward
the body of the carriage.

These handle-irons are preferably cast in
one piece, as in Fig. 3, which shows them con-
nected by a main brace, C, and smaller or
auxiliary strengthening-braces ¢ d ¢, the main
brace serving as the fulerum for the lever D,
which is attached to the handle, and made
removable with it-from the axle.

The opposite end of the lever D is provided
with one member, I, of the locking device,
while the other member G- (shown as provided
with two prongs k, either of which may be en-
gaged by the opening in the member I) is con-
nected with the reach part F of the running-
gear.

The lever D is provided with a spring, f,
connected therewith by a bolt, 7, the free end
of the spring engaging the brace d, so that
the free end of the lever D, provided with the

-plate 1, will be thrown down in position to en-

gage a prong, k, as the lever is moved in the
direction of the arrow, so as to lock the parts

‘together.

The lever D is pivoted to the transverse bar

'C by means of the retaining-staple m, attached

to the lower side of it, and secured by braces
n, that are also pivoted to the handle A at p,
in line with the transverse bar C.

The eyes & are placed at the same distance
apart under the front and rear axles, so that
the hook ¢ on the end of the handle-irons will
readily engage with them when the handle A
is applied to the rear or front axle of the car-
riage, and, the projections & of G being placed
at or near the centers of the reaches I, the
lever D will engage as well with them when
the handle is at the front as at the rear of the
carriage.

To remove the handle from the position
shown in full lines to the position shown in
dotted lines, the handle is slightly lifted, so
as to move the lever D a short distance for-
ward, far enough to relieve the plate ! from
the most of its friction with the projection Z,
and then the end x of the lever is depressed,
50 as to 1ift the member ! of the locking device
from its fellow member G, when the handle
may be somewhat lowered and lifted from en-
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gagement.with the eyes or portions % of the
axle, and, together with the lever connected
with it, may be removed to be engaged with
the other axle, this change of position of the
handle from one to the other axle enabling the
carriage to be pushed or drawn, as desired.

When it is desired to attach the handle of
the carriage, either front or back, the hooks
are passed through the eyes 4 and the handle
A raised until the lever D is securely latched
over the projections k.~ The free end of the
spring f, bearing against the brace d, presses
the lever D down upon the projections k, while
the feet ¢ on the lower end of the handle keep
them from reaching too far forward. .

By this arrangement of the handles the car-
riages can be made to occupy much less space
in- transportation, as the handles can be re-
moved and the latch-lever be reversed so as
to iie out of the way between the handles.

I-denominate this axle and reach as the run-
ning-gear, : .

In this my invention I dispense with bolts
and nuts to hold the handle and ranning-gear
together. -

I do not herein claim a handle pivoted at
one end to the reach and made to tarn toward
either end of the carriage at will.

Having thus fully described my invention,
what I claim is—

1.-In a child’s carriage, a handle detachably
connected with the axle by connecting means
substantially as described, and a lever to con-
nect the handle and reach, as and for the pur-
bose get forth. - - - - - ‘

2. In a child’s carriage, a handle connected
with the running-gear by a hook-and-eye con-
nection, to permit their ready disen gagement,
combined with a lever and a spring connected
therewith, the lever and spring co-operating
with the handle and a locking device located
upon the reach, to permit the handle to be
beld firmly in Pposifion or to be readily re-
moved from the carriage. ‘

3. In a child’s carriage, eyes or projections

h, attached to each axle, and a locking member
attached to the reach, combined with a handle

provided with hooks, and a lever connected o

with the handle and provided with one mem-
ber of a locking device, to permit the detach-
ment of the handle and lever from one axle
and its attachment to the other axle withou
the removal of nuts, substantially as de-
seribed.

4. In combination with eyes attached to the
axle of a child’s carriage, the hooks ¢ and feet
i, formed on the lower extremity of the handle-
irons, to connect the handle with the carriage,
substantially in the manner and for the pur-
pose specified.

5. The combination, with the handle of a
child’s carriage, connected by hooks to eyes
attached to the axle, and the projection £,
placed at or near the center of the reach F,
of the pivoted lever D, spring f, and brace d,
substantially as and for the purpose described,

6. The lever D and spring J, combined witl
the braces C d, substantially ‘as deseribed.

7. The combination, with the lever and
reach, of the locking devices ! & G, substan-
tially as described. ~ -

8. The detachable reversible handle pro-
vided with a brace near its lower end, com-
bined with the lever pivoted upon such brace,
and -with a brace attached to the lever and
pivoted upon the handle, to turn when the
lever is turned, substantially as shown and
described.

9. The handle provided with a brace con-
necting the side pieces @ @ near their lower
ends, and mechanism, substantially as de-
scribed, to connect the handle with the axle,
combined with a lever pivoted upon the brace
and adapted at its outer or free end to be de.
tachably connected with the reach, substan-
tially as deseribed.

FRANCIS W. WHITNEY.

‘Witnesses:

‘HAMILTON MAYO,
F. A, WaITNEY.




