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 To all whom it may concern: .

Be it known that I, GEORGE HAVELL, of
the city of Newark, in the county of Essex-and
State of New Jerscy, haveinvented certain new
and useful Improvements in Frames for Trav-
cling-Bags and other purposes, of the con-
struction and operation of which the following
specification, taken in connection with theac-
companying drawings, is a full, fair, clear, and
exact description,

By reference to the accompanying drawings
it will be seen that this invention does notre-
late to the construction of the entire bag, asto
its form, or the material of which it is made,
butonly to that part of its structure commonly
called the “frame,” intended to close and se-
_ cure the mouth, and, when open, to give ac-
cess to the eavity or cavities of the bag. To
this frame the carpet, canvas,leather, or other
material of which the bag may be made, is at-
tached. I therefore, to designate more par-
ticularly the nature of the invention, callit an
improvement in the frames for traveling-bags
. and other structures of a like character, and
not broadly an improvement in carpet-bags.
Tron, steel, brass, or any other suitable mate-
rial may be used in the construction of these
frames. )

In the drawings lereto attaclred, A repre-
sents a lock, of a peculiar construction, placed
or.secured upon the central bar of the frame;
but as it forms no part of this invention it is
only introduced to show how the two side
picces, F and G, are fastened to it by means of
the two hasps D D by passing through the
holes C C of the middle piece, E. -B B are
rings fastened to this piece, for attaching a
chain or strap thereto. Therefore this frame
consists, essentially, of the two outside pieces,
F and G, and the central piece, to which the

lock A is attached, these three being pivoted.

together at their ends, as shown at H H,bya

cross-bar, I. :
Althongh these pieces are shown tobe bent

between their ends into a semi-quadrangular

form, I do not confine myself to that particu-
lar shape, as they may be made of a semicir-
cular, semi-elliptical; or any other desired fig-
ure. Itisimportant,howeyer,that they should

‘all have the same form of curve, so that when:

the bag is completed the side pieces, F and G,
shall it up closely to the central piece, 15, un-
der the protection of its flanges.. .- = . = -

The figure L represents a cross-section of the
central piece,from which itis seen thatitism ade
of a continuous sheet of metal, folded and bent
0 ag-to assume the form of the letter T very
nearly. The letter M represents a Cross-sec-
tion of the two outside frames, F and G; but
1 sometimes make these of the forms repre-
sented in section by the letters N and O. The
letter K represents a cross-section of the three
pieces E F G* when brought together to close
the mouth of the bag, the side pieces, F and
G, having the form of M.

The side pieces may be made to show, in
cross-section, a triangular, corrugated, or other
form that combines lightness with strength ;
for when made of any of these forms they will
resist bending or breaking much more than a
flat or round strip of metal of the same wei ght,
and thus give a surer protection to the con-
tents of the bag against loss by accident or
otherwise. L
" Iprefer making the central piece, E, of sheet
metal, bent in the form represented in cross-
section, as shown in Fig. L, not only because
it combines strength and lightness in an emi-
nent degree, but because the interstice be-
tween the lips forming the shaft orlower limb
facilitates the attachment thereto of the divis-
jon-cloth commonly used in such bags, thus so
completely separating the. two cavities pro-
duced thereby that either one may be opened -

‘and used without exposing or disturbing the

contents of the other. This central piece, I,
might be made solid by rolling or casting the
metal used; but then this division-cloth or
diaphragm, if required, could not be so easily
or securely-attached to it as when constructed
in the form proposed. However, in whatever
manner the central piece, E, may be made, it
is evident its general form gives it great addi-
tional strength over a mere flat sheet, while
its projecting flanges protect the side pieces,
to great extent, from being injured accident-
ally or intentionally when locked or otherwise
closed together, and also act as shields, which
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prevent the eéseape of thin objects from the
bag, thus performing important and much-de-
sired functions in this elass of devices.

It is proper to say that, although the hasps
or bolts for fastening the frame. together are
shown (owing to the introduction of the pe-
culiar form of lock) in the drawings as attached
to the side pieces, F and G, they may as well
be attached to the central piece, E, and pass
through the former, particularly when swmall
padlocks are used for completing the fasten-
ing up of the bag. o

I claim as my invention— :

1. In a bag:-frame, a strip of sheet metal lon-
gitudinally so bent or folded as to present a
groove or recess between its parallel folds for
reeciving the edge of one of the picces of cloth

: e

or other material of which the bag is made,
substautially as set forth.

2. In combination with the side pieces of a
bag-frame, an intermediate shield-piece, se-

reured to the frame, and adapted to cover the

Jjoint made by the side picces of the frame
when closed, for the purpose of protecting the
side pieces and preventing the escape of thin
objectsfrom the bag, substantially as deseribed.

3. Abag-frame composed of the-side pieces,
T and G, and a central piece, I, which is T-
shaped in cross-section, substantially as shown

and described.
: GEORGE HAVELL.
Witnesses : -
H. A. KINGSLEY,
Jo1n OTToO.




