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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that HARRIET H. MAY, de-
ceased, late of Birmingham, in the county of
New Haven, State of Connecticut, did invent
new and useful Improvements in Corsets, of
which the following is a specification:

This invention relates to a novel construe-

tion of the front part of the corset, the said
front part of the corset being constructed of
patterns or pieces of new and peculiar forms,
which, when put together, compose the front
of the cloth of the corset; also to certain
straps having adjusting buckles or attach-
ments, connecting the breast portions of the
corset and keeping them in position.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
an exterior view of the front of the corset
and of a portion of the back. Fig. 2 is an in-
terior view of the front part of the corset.
Figs. 3, 4, and 5 represent the pieces or pat-
terns of the cloth of which the front of the
corset is composed separately in detail.

Figs. 1 and 2 also show the adjusting-straps
and buckle, and the pads in connection there-
with, in place upon the corset.

In’ each of the figures similar letters repre-
sent similar parts.

The first part of the invention has for its
object the making the front part of the cor-
set in parts or pieces of the cloth in such
forms and patterns as that when arranged
together in the proper positions and sewed at
their edges, together, they will constitute the
desired form and contour of the front of the
corset. These pieces and patterns are exhib-
ited in three parts in the diagrams, Figs. 3, 4,
and 5, and they are shown in the dlawmo"s,
Tlg 1 in the position in which they are sewed
to form the front of the corset.

A represents the ontside piece and pattern,
which is at the opening of the corset where
the corset steels and clasps for closing and
opening the front of the corset are attached.
B is the next adjoining and middle piece and
pattern. C is the next. These pieces extend
from the bottom to the top of the corset. The
cloth is cut to the formi and pattern of the
parts A B O, as shown in the diagrams, and
the pieces are sewed together, edge to edge,

their entire length, in the position described,
and form the shape and eontour required, as
well of the body of the corset-front as the part
covering the bosom, and they reach to the up-
per hne of the brea%s and cover and inclose
them, with the proper swells and curves, with-
out the use of any gores. These pieces A B
C are arranged on either side of the opening
of the corset, as shown in Figs. 1, 2, and cor-
respond precisely to each other.

In the manufacture of the corsets, the cloth,
cut in the forms described, is double, vertical
lines of stitching unite the twothicknesses, and
lines of stitching also form sheaths suitable
for the insertion of the stays or springs of the
corset. This mode of making the corset-fronts,
of the forms and patterns described, affords
simplicity, facility, and economy in the cut-
ting out and constructing the corset-front, and
effectmlly adapts it to the natural form of the
body and bust, and avoids altogether the use
of gores or shts

Althoufrh in the preccdm0 description the
corset- front has been described as composed
of patterns in three pieces, it is not intended
thereby to make three parts an absolutely es-
sential ingredient of the invention; the num-
ber may be varied. But solong as the nuamber
of parts, when put together, embody the shape
and pattern of the three parts above described,
and extend the whole length of the corset with-

_out gores or slits, it is claimed that such con-

struction will be covered by the inventiox,

The second part of the invention relates to
the straps, which are shown in the drawings,
Fig. 1,at B F. These straps are attached one
to each of the breast portions of the corset,
and they are connected together by a buckle
or any suitable fastening, so that they may be
drawn together or extended, and thereby reg-
nlate or adjust the bosom-pads or bust por-
tions with reference to their relative position
to each other.

That which constitutes-the invention in the
foregoing-described improvements, and which
it is desired to secure by Letters Patent, is—

1. A corset the front sections whereof, on

-either side the opening, are constitnted of the

three pieces of cloth A B C, cut after the pat-
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terns described, and arranged and sewed to-
gether edge to edge, substantially in the man-
ner set forth.

2. The three pieces A B C, cut to the pat-
terns described, when arranged and combined
in a corset as set forth, to form the front of
. the corset and the bosom swells, the recesses,
and shape of front complete, required for the
bust and body, as set forth.

3. The straps E F, attached to the upper
portion and en each side of the corset, and
connected by a buekle, @&, or other a(ljustable
fastening, as and for the purpose set forth.

. ROBERT MAY,

Adnnmstrator
Witnesses:

ROBBIE S. GARDNER,
S. M. GARDNER.



